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Save Pune Traffic Movement December 2024

Dear {$firstname},
Greetings from SPTM!
What an eventful quarter we have had!

In October we took the TSt ge? — 81 FHR!' campaign to the schools of Maharashtriya Mandal.
That experience has made us confident that we can now extend the campaign to all schools in
Pune.

After the Diwali break, we focused on the 4th edition of Pedestrians Day, to ensure that SPTM's
stall on Lakshmi Road attracts a lot of visitors, who take home a message with them.

And in the process, we have revived a channel to interact with our longtime supporters and well-
wishers: The 'sptm-sunrise' GoogleGroup!

UISd ge? - 8 WAR! Phase 2

Maharashtriya Mandal embraces  Here is what their Principals have to say
e @9 - 2 R about this initiative!

"Sticking your hand out while crossing a road
helps children cross a road safely and
confidently."

- Smt Aditi Lomate,

Principal, English Medium Primary School,
Maharashtriya Mandal.

Maharashtriya Mandal is an old and reputed
educational institute in Pune. They immediately
understood the importance of the "I ge? —
8 ER!' campaign and enthusiastically
supported SPTM in extending it to their
schools.

1. We conducted an orientation session for

their teachers
2. The teachers then explained the %
technique to the students
3. The schools also informed the parents Pedestrians’ Safety Campaign

that they have taught this technique to
their students because they care for their
students' safety
4. We also explained the campaign to ~110
volunteers of their Chandrashekhar
Agashe College, who demonstrated the
technique to these students, their
parents and rickshaw-kakas 'on-road’, AT RTINS 'Tgel ge? - BT WA’ 8 TeR
when the school shift ends. AT QMBI HATTIeT ST UTetepiic Graamiet &dl”

Now about 2500 students of their schools can - 3R}, To Fe,

cross a road safely and TR, TTEIM HeIRAT EAE e, FERTCId
independently. The invaluable experience Hea.

with these schools makes us confident that

now SPTM can extend this technique of safely

crossing roads to all schools in Pune!
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Pedestrians’ Safety Campaign

Pedestri Day 2024



The 4th Pedestrians Day was celebrated on ~ SPTM's stall at Lakshmi Rd
11th December, a testament to SPTM’s vision
and commitment to pedestrian safety. This We set up a vibrant stall at the Pedestrians
initiative continues to remind us that much work Plaza this year, featuring interactive exhibits
remains to be done to improve conditions for that captivated visitors.
pedestrians.

One of the highlights was ‘Traffic - A
As part of the celebration, the Pune Municipal  pandemic in the Making,’ which shed light on
Corporation (PMC) transformed an 800-meter  |esser-discussed issues surrounding urban
stretch of Laxmi Road into a vibrant, vehicle- mobility. Visitors eagerly participated,
free 'Pedestrians Plaza'. This year, the plaza  expressing their thoughts and frustrations on a
was adorned with 1,700 creative drawings by dedicated board—a true venting-out zone!
students from PMC schools and beautifully
crafted calligraphy contributed by SPTM well- - —
wishers, making it a visual treat and a Traffic: Pandemic in the Making
memorable experience for all! T e s

Our quiz was another crowd favorite! An
impressive 240 people took part, with 20
managing to crack the answers—except for the
first question, which stumped everyone!

i Think you can do better? Take a shot at the
mﬁ‘r WH@TH challenge! Check out the video below for the
0/‘\%@ FOOT  auestions and answers.
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We are deeply grateful to MES Senior College
for their generous support. Thanks

to Principal Shri Ravindra Vaidya Sir and
Shri Ravindra Gore Sir, along with their
students, who provided hardboards, mounted
the artwork, and set up the exhibition early in
the morning.

Eye-opening experiences!

Visitors at our stall used a white cane and a
wheelchair to experience firsthand the
challenges faced by differently-abled fellow city
residents. It was a powerful and humbling
moment for many.

One young visitor shared, “From now on, when
| see a narrower carriageway due to a new
footpath, I'll realize it is enabling a wheelchair
user to go out and buy bread.”

A commitment to Pedestrians'
Safety

Finally, our stall's message to visitors was
crystal clear: we are unwavering in our
commitment to pedestrian safety. This was
captured in the most fitting words, inspired by
Lokmanya Tilak’s iconic quote.

RFRIT T & ST STRIg SIferpR
IR, SPY T <Y ArEUIRA!




SPTM in News

Footpath Usage survey

Our insights into why pedestrians avoid using footpaths caught the media's attention and

received excellent coverage!

The detailed findings are compiled in our report, ‘Footpath Usage Survey 2024:
Findings,’ available on our website. We have also submitted the report to the Road
Department and the Honorable Commissioner of PMC to inspire meaningful action.

Explore the report and join us in advocating for safer and more accessible footpaths!
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Pedestrians Day articles

Sakal and Times of India published our articles

as a build-up for the Pedestrians Day.
read them here:

Times of India

You can

Discussion on what pedestrians need is crucial
for change - Harshad Abhyankar

Fie hote

Discussion on what
pedestrians need
crucial for change

Harshad Abhyankar

t feels duplicitous to cel-
Dayin

SPACE

tiative ives and

a city where citizens on
foot seem to be of little
and concern while using

[

valu

sad 0 oe pedestrians
vm:m on city road
from traversing bmkcn
pavements and miss|
Tootpaths to going
around a plethora of ob-
structions, walking is
anything but a smooth
experience in Pune. One
would agree then that there is
adire need to change the situa-
tion and discussing the problem
would be a great way to begin.
Amv:mandcvenu planned
around other ‘days’ celebrated
across the globe ~T1ke Envi
ronment Day or Women's Day,
are meant to throw a spotlight

could, in turn, spark new ini.

attract funds for larger pro-
jects revolving around the root
cause for the celebration. Im:
provements and changes start
to come about slowly; but sure-

Iy, when poople collectively

nity groups and demand that
govt organisations, like the
Pune Municipal Corporation
(PMC), Pimpri Chinchwad Mu-
nicipal Corporation (PCMC)
and the traffic police, observe/
celebrate such ‘days’
People must necessarily
discuss the need of a footpath
and problems of broken
ones and other ameni-
ties directly with the
civie body and encour-
age them to do better.
The idea has two
sides toit, just as every-
ing else. In order to
provide better facilities to pe
s, footpaths may have
10 be widensd and It could re
sult in reduced carriageway
width. Motorists should know
better than to criticise it since
narrow footpaths entail pedes-
trians walking right on the
roads, drastically increasing
ssibility of accidents,
PMC celebrates Pedestrians
Day on Dec 11, every year. It is
the only municipal corpora-
tion in the country to do so.
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port the effort, but participate
in the activities.

This is how important top-
ics become points of discus-
sion and eventually lead to
rolicles and reform

ether one celebrates Pe-

Cuwens wie volnaterily

themselves, but also their fam-
ily and friends through further
conversation.

For example, an individual
who takes part in a tree planta-
tion drive organised by his
workplace on Environment

in PMO run activities or a
ranges their own, the impor-
tant part is to remember why
itis happening.

The state of civic infra-
stricte n theciy especally
the one used by ped

bo it ootpathe, subways or
foot overbridges, areall in dire
need of revamp and regular
maintenance. Concentrated ef-
fort i ill dri

w
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the road: The goal post Pees-

trians Day celebration is to
ensure a similar impact.

_ Citizens must consider or

ct d events

change ultimately and there's
1o better day to start than on
Dec 11, Pedestrians Day.
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‘Save Pune Traffic Movement

Citizens must demand better footpaths and
reclaim their space on public roads - Pooja

Tanna

Citizens must demand better footpathé &
reclaim their space on public roads
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Plans for 2025

‘Save Pure Trafic Movement

B




Phase 3 of "Ir&d qe? - &R WHRY’

Inspired by the experience of Phase 2 of the campaign with Maharashtriya Mandal schools, we
are planning Phase 3 to take the campaign to all schools in Pune. We are focusing on school
students, because with the same effort, the campaign also reaches their family members. We
will cover other demographic groups in subsequent phases.

Catch 'em Young

Road safety should be your second nature. The best age to expose a person to defensive road
use is Std 3-4-5. In 2025 we wish to build a team of young volunteers to conduct such
workshops in 30 schools. Our vision is to make this a de-facto annual workshop in all schools in
Pune.

Volunteer-driven activities

One of the most exciting outcomes of Pedestrians Day 2024 is the overwhelming interest from
new volunteers eager to join SPTM's initiatives.

To keep this momentum alive, we will be posting updates and activity announcements for our
Volunteer Program on our website. Don't forget to stay connected through our social media
platforms for the latest updates!

We are planning a series of impactful activities to channel this energy—not just to raise

awareness among Punekars about critical issues, but to inspire tangible, on-ground
improvements. Together, let’s create a safer and more sustainable Pune!

Keeping in touch and playing a role

You could play a role in our activities as they shape up, whether by providing guidance or by
taking up tasks that suit you, by joining the 'sptm-sunrise' email GoogleGroup.

You could even join the SPTM Volunteers' WhatsApp group that we are forming to harness the
energy of people who have offered to volunteer in our activities.

Please reply to this mail in either case.

How can you contribute for improving Pune's transportation!

Donations: While we are approaching large CSR donors for the larger Phase 3, every small
donation from individual donors will help us provide enough volunteers to conduct Phase 2
effectively. Please donate generously!

Volunteering: We frequently need volunteers for campaigns and surveys. We can make use of
some 'off-road' skills too, in addition to 'on-road' activities. Interested?

Connections: Do you very closely know a big company or business who can give us a
handsome donation? Or a large group of volunteers that can be useful to SPTM? Let us know!

Use the buttons below for the respective actions. Thank you!

Donate for the cause: Volunteer in the Connect us with the

Personal, CSR campaign right people

Sus-trans Challenge!

Test your knowledge of sustainable transportation [

A good urban bus service should have a good route structure, ~About how many buses
well maintained buses, among other desirable attributes. Butit should a city have, per lakh

must of course have a good number of buses. population?
While there is no 'rule' about how many buses a city must have . 25
per lakh population, there are well accepted norms for Indian e 50
cities. Pune's Comprehensive Mobility Plan also follows these .« 75

norms. « 100



Answer to the Sus-trans Challenge from SPTM Conquest, Aug 2024

Last time we talked about the National Urban Transport Policy, and asked-
In which year was the NUT adopted?
Answer: 2006.

PMC, for observing Pedestrians
Day

We are all aware that a lot more needs to be
done before we can say that you can safely
and conveniently walk around in the city. Even
then, we must congratulate PMC for observing
the Pedestrians Day annually, on 11th
December.

Observing the Day helps bring several angles
of the topic to the forefront, fostering
improvements.

We hope other Government as well as private
organizations will also observe the Day in the
years to come.

Enroll yourself as a volunteer, or for an internship for projects that improve people's
lives! Fill up this form.

Stay tuned in with us! '@'

Please make sure that SPTM Conquest issues are not going in your 'Spam'’ or 'Forums' folders.
If you would like to unsubscribe, please click here.
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