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1. About SPTM 

“Save Pune Traffic Movement (SPTM)” is a dedicated NGO based in 
Pune, committed to transforming the city's transportation system into 
one that is safe, sustainable, and inclusive. Our mission is to make 
the commute in Pune safe and convenient for everyone, regardless of 
their financial / physical abilities or social strata or means of 
transportation. 

SPTM is an active member of PMC’s Road Safety and Non-Motorized 
Transport Committees, enabling us to collaborate effectively with the 
Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC) and Pune Traffic Police. This 
strategic position allows us to advocate for and implement meaningful 
changes with support from the authorities. 

1.1. Vision and Mission 

Vision 

An inclusive, sustainable, safe and chaos free transport system for 
Pune, which will be a model for the rest of India. 

Mission 

To drive the transformation of Pune's transportation system through a 
united force of responsible citizens.  To achieve this, work with 
Government, citizen entities, media and any such organizations and 
stakeholders. 

1.2. A note on SPTM’s ‘beneficiaries’ 

Many NGOs ‘donate to the needy’.  For example, school supplies to 
needy students, sewing machines or such means to earn a living to 
needy women, rainwater harvesting to needy villages etc.  It is very 
easy to count the number of ‘beneficiaries’ of such work. 
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We have tremendous respect for the fantastic work done by such 
NGOs.  However, in our case, in a sense an entire city or a suburb is our 
‘beneficiary’.  For example, when we work with the local authorities to 
get zebra stripes at 50 intersections painted, a big part of the city 
benefits. 

Another important difference to be noted is:  At SPTM, we do not 
‘donate’ transport infrastructure to the city or even to people.  For 
example, we generally do not donate bicycles to students, but work for 
making their cycle ride to school safer.  In such cases, it becomes 
difficult to ‘count’ the number of ‘beneficiaries’. 

Rather than donating goods, we apply our intellect and urge to create 
and implement projects to make transportation in Pune inclusive, 
sustainable and safe.  To make it safe, convenient and attractive to use 
sustainable modes of transportation, viz., walking, public transportation 
and cycling, we- 

• Urge Government agencies to implement such projects 

• Work with citizen entities to catalyse a behavioural change to adopt use 
of public transport and cycling 

o And also, to raise demand for infrastructure that makes it safe 
and convenient to walk, to cycle and to use the bus 

• Work with media to promote a new, progressive thought process of 
sustainable transportation planning 

 
Therefore, we generally speak in terms of ‘number of people impacted’, 
instead of ‘counting number of beneficiaries’.  
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2. SDG Goals our work contributes to 

The ‘Sustainable Development Goals approved by the UNO are as 
follows: 

 

 

 ‘Inclusive, Sustainable and Safe Urban Transportation’ is our motto.  
Therefore, our work contributes to the following Sustainable 
Development Goals: 
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SDG-8 

Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth, full and productive employment and decent work for 
all 

SPTM’s work areas 

1. Decent work for all:  Many people from lower financial strata walk 
and cycle to work.  Our work improves their daily commute. 

2. Productive employment for all:  Better PT means improved access to 
employment opportunities in a larger area 

 

SDG-11 

Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient 
and sustainable 

SPTM’s work areas 

1. Inclusivity: Better walking, cycling and public transport facilities enable 
children, senior cities to travel independently 

2. Safety:  These modes together reduce the total ‘Vehicle Kilometers 
Travelled (VKT)’, hence improving road safety 

3. Sustainability: These modes also consume less road space, pollute less 
and require less capital expenditure 

 

SDG-13 

Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 

SPTM’s work areas 

1. Reduce carbon emissions:  Cycling and public transportation have 
much lower carbon emissions per person-km 
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3. About SPTM 

3.1. Board of Directors 

SPTM’s Board of Directors consists of individuals with more than 25-30 
years of experience in their respective fields, also with a long trail of 
work done in the field of inclusive and sustainable transportation and 
road safety. 

• Harshad Abhyankar 

• Makarand Mhaiskar 

• Nikhil Phadke 

• Ninad Patil 

• Nitin Khamamkar 

• Rajendra Sidhaye 

• Sujata Tilak 

3.2. SPTM Fact sheet 

Registration number U74900PN2010NPL137886 
under Sec 25 of Companies Act 1956 

Date of incorporation 30-Nov-2010 

12A certificate AAPCS2190FE20219 

80G certificate AAPCS2190FF20217 

FCRA - 

DARPAN ID MH/2020/0255488 
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4. Projects done in this year 

4.1. PMPML Nudges (2023) 

Applicable SDGs 

     

Estimated number of people 
impacted 

20,000 

The Pune Knowledge Cluster Foundation (PKCF) — an initiative 
supported by the Govt of India — is working on a project to ‘nudge’ 
people towards using public transport instead of their personal motor 
vehicles. 

PKCF has teamed up with SPTM and CEE for this project: 

• SPTM brings in technical knowledge and insights of transport 
planning 

• CEE shapes engaging interactions with local communities 

This year, the focus was on PMPML.  We identified 2 routes and 2 
corresponding interventions: 

1. Route 302 (Pimpri – Bhosari):  Surveys showed that there are hardly 
any physical bus stops on this route, and whatever bus stops there are, 
lack even basic route information.  We requested PMPML to install 
good bus stops and shelters, and also display well designed route 
information. 

2. Route 256 (Baner – PMC):  This route has electric AC buses, yet the 
load factor is not as much as what it should be.  The project team did a 
lot of outreach in the catchment area to let people know that this route 
has good buses at decent frequency. 

Unfortunately, PMPML saw a change of guard twice during our project 
period.  As a result, the bus stops they promised on Route 302 never 
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came through, and we also did not get data on whether ridership of 
Route 256 improved after our efforts. 

Photographs of outreach to educational establishments (NICMAR, Moze 

College) and residential premises (Regulus Society) 

 

 
Faculty and students of NICMAR, 

with Harshad Abhyankar, Director of 
SPTM (Front row, 4th from right) 

Residents of Regulus Society 

  
Faculty of Moze College Students of Moze College 

4.2. Zebi road shows (2023-Mar-May) 

Applicable SDGs 

     

Estimated number of people 
impacted 

5,000 

SPTM had launched the “पाऊल पुढे? – हात समोर!” campaign in February 
last year, for outreach of a technique to cross roads safely.  This year we 
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worked on demonstrating this technique on road, and also urging 
people to try it out. 

We created a mascot for this purpose.  ‘Zebi the Zebra’ went around 
the city for 3 months (March to May), twice a week.  The mascot and the 
24 road shows were also supported by CREDAI, Pune, for which we 
thank them wholeheartedly. 

Citizens – young and old – as well as traffic police officers appreciated 
the technique explained by Zebi and promised to use it themselves. 

4.3. Pedestrians’ Safety with ‘पाऊल पढुे? – हात समोर!’ at 

Sr Citizens’ Clubs (2023-Apr) 

Applicable SDGs 

     

Estimated number of people 
impacted 

500 

 

The technique ‘पाऊल पुढे? – हात समोर!‘ is especially important for Senior 
Citizens, since their reflexes have slowed down.  If an approaching 
vehicle notices them earlier when they are crossing a road, they will be 
much safer.  With these intentions, we conducted demonstrations of 
the technique at a few Senior Citizens’ clubs. 
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Harshad Abhyankar explaining the 

technique at Warje Malwadi Sr 
Citizens’ Club 

Harshad Abhyankar explaining the 
technique at Sinhagad Rd Sr Citizens’ 

Club 

  
Harshad Abhyankar and Atul Wavdhane explaining the technique at 

Maharshinagar Sr Citizens’ Club 

 

4.4. Videos of signals with inadequate pedestrian 

phases (2023-Sep) 

Applicable SDGs 

     

Estimated number of people 
impacted 

Entire city 
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PMC has recently installed ‘Smart Signals’ at many intersections, which 
are a part of the ‘ATMS’ project under the Smart Cities mission.  
However, while programming the pedestrian signals, they granted only 
about 5 seconds to pedestrians. 

SPTM captured videos of these signals and created videos with witty 
remarks.  These videos were sent to PMC, Traffic Police as well as to 
media. 

The following screenshots are from this series of videos 

(one row represents one intersection) 

   
Ganjwe Chowk, caption refers to the Vaikuntha Crematorium nearby 

   
Padmavati Chowk, caption refers to Rani Padmawati’s ‘Johar’ 
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Durwankur Chowk: Caption says ‘you can’t even say Durwankur during the 

pedestrians’ time 

We are happy to note that the officials realized this mistake and 
increased the pedestrian phase to at least 15 seconds at these 
intersections. 

4.5. Zebi the Zebra at Pedestrians’ Day (2023-Dec) 

Applicable SDGs 

     

Estimated number of people 
impacted 

500 

 

Zebi the Zebra visited Lakshmi Road on 11th December as PMC 
observed the Pedestrians’ Day there.  He interacted with people visiting 
the event and taught them how to cross the road safely, using the ‘पाऊल 
पुढे? – हात समोर!’ technique. 
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People interacting with Zebi and learning the पाऊल पुढे? – हात समोर! 
technique to cross roads safely 
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4.6. Cycle Bus (2024-Mar) 

Applicable SDGs 

     

Estimated number of students 
impacted 

200 

Many parents do not allow their children to cycle to school because 
cycling in Pune has become very unsafe.  However, if children cycle 
together in a large group, they make themselves much more easily 
visible to drivers, thus improving safety. 

SPTM explained this concept to BVB’s Paranjape Vidyalaya in Kothrud, 
and urged that their students form such ‘cycle buses’ where possible.  
Their Principal agreed readily and extended cooperation. 

2 ‘Cycle Buses’ were formed for the morning shift of the school.  The 
students coming from the same direction formed a ‘Cycle Bus’.  For a 
few days, they were escorted by SPTM’s volunteers.  Students were also 
provided with tags that carried emergency contacts, in the event of any 
mishap. 

  
A large number of students riding 

together are more easily visible 
Students escorted by volunteers at a 

right turn 
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5. Donors and grants 

In this financial year (2023-24), we received a total of Rs 1,68,502 from 4 
donors.  All were individual donations.  There were 2 donors who 
donated Rs 50,000 or more. 

We did not receive any CSR or other institutional grant this year. 
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6. Auditor’s report and Financial statement 
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